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The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us.
John 1:14

Wishing all readers a
Happy Christmas and
Healthy, Peaceful,
New Year.

DEADLINE - THIRD Monday each Month
For February the deadline is Monday 16th January 2023
If you have anything you would like to share with
members of the Circuit, please send to Margaret Smith:
margaret@emjay.org.uk (NB: Change of email address)
49 Queensway, Banbury OX16 9NF or ( 01295 278841

Dear Friends,
As I write I am about to depart to the Cameroon. For over a hundred
years, the Methodist Church has partnered with the Presbyterian Church
in Cameroon. Through The World Church mission fund, we have
supported various projects and training of both lay and ordained. I have
been asked to represent the Methodist Church in Britain at the opening
of a new church complex, which also houses the headquarters of the
Presbyterian Church.
This will be my ﬁrst experience of Africa and amidst the excitement of
going somewhere ‘new’ there is that sense of anxiety of what is in store
when I arrive. What welcome will I receive? What prepara ons have
been made for my stay? What is expected of me? What will the food be
like and more importantly where will I get my coﬀee ﬁx!?
I suspect that when Mary and Joseph le home to travel to Bethlehem
that ﬁrst Christmas their minds were full of similar prac cal thoughts;
where to stay, how long will we need to stay, what happens if the baby
arrives on the journey?
Unlike a donkey, ﬂying is a wonderful way to travel, but I am always
relieved when we ‘touchdown’ safely back to earth. Suddenly there will
be people to meet me and I will be caught up in a new adventure. In a
way, Christmas is the ’touchdown’ of God. ‘He came down to earth from
heaven, who is God and Lord of all, and his shelter was a stable and his
cradle was a stall.’ The season of Advent reminds us of God’s
prepara ons; the prophets, the angels and John poin ng the way. For us
December is so fraught with shopping, baking, decora ng, carols and
cards that our feet barely touch the ground. We get ready for Christmas,
but scarcely have me to get ready for Christ.
We need a li le space for ‘touchdown’. There in the stable a baby is
born who will change the world. Amidst all the celebra ons we could
easily miss the touch of his love.

It’s just a thought…

David
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Remembering Service
Sunday 4th December, 4:00pm. Marlborough Rd Methodist Church
Christmas for many people is a happy me of celebra on, but for others it
can be deeply poignant. This is par cularly so when you have faced
bereavement and, as the build up to Christmas Day intensiﬁes, so can that
overwhelming sense of loss.
Please join us for this simple half hour service to remember those whom
we have loved.
Led by Rev David Alderman

As part of our service there will be an opportunity for you to light a candle
and place a star on our Remembrance Christmas Tree in memory of your
loved one.

Children and Families Lay Worker
We are thrilled to tell you that Cate Vokes has been appointed our Circuit
Children and Families Worker. She will begin on 1st December, working three
days a week and then will be full- me from 1st January. We warmly welcome
her onto the circuit team
Janet Jones

FREEPHONE Service
Prayers, Reﬂec ons and News from the Methodist Church
Listen to a prayer: ................................................... 0808 281 2514
Listen to the President and Vice-President:............. 0808 281 2695
Listen to our Podcast: .............................................. 0808 281 2478
Prayer updated every Thursday, Presiden al message updated every Monday,
Methodist Podcast updated fortnightly on Thursday.

CONTINUE to PRAY for PEACE and JUSTICE
The war in Ukraine and many other conﬂicts around the world are con nuing.
We must not become downhearted.
Let us…..Be joyful in hope, pa ent in aﬄic on, faithful in prayer.
Romans 12:12 (NIV)
Con nue to set aside one minute each day at 8:00pm,
to pray for peace and jus ce throughout the world.
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Worship on Thursday - 11.00am (Not 29th December)
You are invited to meet up and join with friends from
across the circuit for a short informal act of worship,
including Holy Communion,
Thursday mornings at Marlborough Road Methodist Church
The service is led each week by one of our local circuit ministers.

REGULAR COFFEE MORNINGS/EVENINGS AROUND the CIRCUIT
WEEKLY
MARLBOROUGH ROAD: ................... Thurs: from 10:00am (Not 29th Dec)
FORTNIGHTLY
EASINGTON: .. Weds: Nov 2, 16 & 30, Dec 14 & 28 - 9:30am to 11:30am
FAIRWAY: ............. Will restart when the clocks go forward in the Spring
MONTHLY
HINTON (WOODFORD HALSE) ....................First Sat: 10:00am to 11:30am
WIGGINTON: ............................................................ Will restart in March

ADDERBURY KNITTING GROUP
1st & 3rd Mondays in November
1st Monday in December
2:00pm to 4:00pm

‘Bring your needles for a knit and a na er’
We will not be mee ng on the 3rd Monday in
December or during January.
Mee ngs will begin again in February 2023.

Chacombe
Carol Service
Wednesday
21st December
6.30pm.
You are all most welcome
to celebrate with us.

¯¯¯

MUSICAL MEMORIES
A group for those with Demen a and their carers.
Come and enjoy singing and coﬀee and all things musical!
Final mee ng of 2022: 19th Dec. 10:30am to 11:45am - Restart: 16th Jan 2023
St Francis Church, Highlands, OX16 1FA
For more informa on call Janet ( 01295 368238
or e-mail s rancischurchbanbury@gmail.com
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MHA Sunday 2022
Total contributions for MHA Sunday from various churches and chapels in the circuit, and
collected centrally, amounted to £349. This does not include any donations made
privately via the new ‘mobile app’ method. Thank you to everyone for your kindness.
Anne Ransome

JOINT PUBLIC ISSUES TEAM
CHURCHES WORKING FOR PEACE & JUSTICE
Public Issues Calendar
For further information see http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/

25 Nov-10 Dec .......16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence
1 Dec......................World Aids Day
10 Dec....................Human Rights Day
18 Dec....................International Migrants Day
18-25 Jan 2023 ......Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
27 Jan ....................Holocaust Memorial Day
29 Jan ....................World Leprosy Day England/Wales, Scotland

Christmas Letter From Jesus
Have you ever got into a discussion with anyone about Christmas and what it
means, about how shops and companies do or do not celebrate the season?
This came my way and I thought I would pass it on..…
Dear Children,
It has come to my attention that many of you are upset that folk are taking my name out
of the season. Maybe you’ve forgotten that that you don’t actually know the date of my
birth, it was some of your predecessors who decided to celebrate my birthday on what
was actually a time of pagan festival – although I appreciate being remembered anytime.
I don’t care when you celebrate, or what you call the day. If you want to celebrate my
birth, just get along with and love one another.
Now, having said that let me go on.
If it bothers you that the town in which you live doesn’t allow a scene depicting my birth,
put a small Nativity scene in your own front window. If all my followers did that there
wouldn’t be any need for such a scene in the town square because there would be many
of them all around town.
Stop worrying about the fact that people are calling the tree a ‘holiday or festive’ tree,
instead of a ‘Christmas’ tree. It was I who made all trees – you can remember me
anytime you see any tree. Decorate a grape vine if you wish: I actually spoke of that
once in a teaching, explaining who I am in relation to you and what each of our tasks is.
If you have forgotten that one, look up John 15:1-8.
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

If you want to give me a present in remembrance of my birth, here is my wish list –
choose something from it:* Instead of writing protest letters objecting to the way my birthday is being celebrated,
write letters of love and hope to soldiers away from home. They are terribly afraid
and lonely this time of year – I know, they tell me all the time.
* Visit someone in a nursing home. You don’t have to know them personally. They just
need to know that someone cares about them.
* Instead of writing to politicians and other dignitaries complaining about the wording on
the cards their staff send out each year, why not write and tell them that you’ll be
praying for them and their families this year – and do it.
* Instead of giving your children/family/friends a lot of gifts you can’t afford, and they
don’t need, spend time with them. Tell them the story of my birth and why I came to
live with you down here. Remind them that I love them.
* Forgive someone who has hurt you.
* Did you know that someone in your town will attempt to take their own life this season
because they feel so alone and hopeless? Since you don’t know who that person is,
try giving everyone you meet a warm smile; it could make the difference.
* Instead of nit-picking about what the retailer in your town calls the season, be patient
with the people who work there. Give them a warm smile and a kind word. Even if
they aren’t allowed to wish you a “Merry Christmas” that doesn’t keep you from
wishing them one. Then stop shopping there on Sundays. If the store didn’t make so
much money on that day they’d close and let their employees spend the day at home
with their families.
* If you really want to make a difference, support a missionary – especially one who
takes my love and Good News to those who have never heard my name.
* There are individuals and whole families in your town who not only will have no
‘Christmas’ tree, but neither will they have any presents to give or receive. If you
don’t know them, buy some food and a few gifts and give them to the Salvation Army
or some other charity and they will make the delivery for you.
* Finally, if you want to make a statement about your belief in and loyalty to me, then
behave like a Christian. Don’t do things in secret that you wouldn’t do in my
presence. Let people know by your actions that you are one of mine.
Don’t forget; I am God and can take care of myself. Just love Me and do what I have told
you to do. I’ll take care of all the rest. Check out my list of gifts and get to work; time is
short. I’ll help you, but the ball is now in your court.
Do have a most blessed Christmas with all those whom you love and remember,
I love you,
JESUS
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Christmas Quiz T'T

Who was the first British monarch to broadcast a Christmas message to the
nation ?
Child star, Jimmy Boyd, sang which hugely popular 1950's Christmas song, which
was initially banned by the Catholic Church in Boston because it supposedly mixed
sex and Christmas?
Who banned Christmas in England between 1647 and 1660?
On which date is Epiphany celebrated in the traditional Western calendar?
Who are the four ghosts in Charles Dickens 'A Christmas Carol’?
What is the English title of the carol, ’Stille Nacht’, written in 1818 by Austrian
priest Josef Mohr?
The Nordic countries (Denmark, Sweden, Norway notably) mainly celebrate
Christmas on which date?
‘Presepe’, in Italy, refers to what Christmas tradition?
What is the popular name for little baked sausages wrapped in rashers of streaky
bacon?
What changed in 1752 that caused Britain to have a White Christmas less
frequently thereafter?
Traditional in Germany at Christmas, what sort of food is stollen?
The Christmas period of 1813-14 saw the last what in London?
The words "Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume breathes a life, of gathering gloom..."
come from which Christmas carol (composed by Rev John Henry Hopkins,1857)
Which diarist noted on 25th December 1662, "(Christmas Day). Had a pleasant
walk to White Hall, where I intended to have received the communion with the
family, but I have come too late..."
John Callcott Horsley designed what first commercial Christmas item in 1843?
In Victorian England what people were popularly called ‘Robins’ because of their
red uniforms?
Which popular poem was alternatively known as ‘A Visit from St Nicholas’?
In earlier times, vegetables were used in making Christmas puddings. Which
token vegetable is often included in the ingredients of modern Christmas
puddings?
What animal is Snowball in George Orwell's book Animal Farm?
An important part of many Christmas dinners, what is believed to have first been
brought to Britain from North America by Yorkshireman William Strickland in 1526?
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Santa Related Christmas Cracker Jokes
What does Santa do with fat elves? ....................... He sends them to an Elf Farm
What does Santa get when he's stuck in the chimney? ............... Claus-trophobia
How do you know if Santa is really a werewolf? .................... He has Santa claws
Why don't you ever see Santa in hospital? .........Because he has private elf care
What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck? ................ A Christmas quacker
Why does Santa have three gardens? .................................. So he can 'ho ho ho'
Why did Santa's helper see the doctor? ..............Because he had low elf esteem

What kind of motorbike does Santa ride? ................................ A Holly Davidson
Who is Santa's favourite singer? ...................................................... Elf-is Presley
What do Santa's li le helpers learn at school? .................................. The elf-abet
What did Santa say to the smoker? ........ Please don't smoke, it's bad for my elf

DECEMBER LECTIONARY READINGS
Second Sunday of Advent
4th December
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12
Third Sunday of Advent
11th December
Isaiah 35: 1-10
Psalm 146: 5-10
or Canticle: Magnificat
(Luke 1:46b-55)
James 5: 7-10
Matthew 11: 2-11
Fourth Sunday of Advent
18th December
Isaiah 7: 10-16
Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19
Romans 1: 1-7
Matthew 1: 18-25

Christmas Day
25th December

Any of the following sets of readings
may be used on the evening of
Christmas Eve and
on Christmas Day.
Set III should be used at some
service during the celebration.

I Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
II Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97
Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20
III Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)
John 1:1-14
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JANUARY LECTIONARY READINGS
First Sunday of Christmas
1st January
Isaiah 63: 7-9
Psalm 148
Hebrews 2: 10-18
Matthew 2: 13-23
The Epiphany
6th January
Isaiah 60: 1-6
Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3: 1-12
Matthew 2: 1-12

15th January
Isaiah 49: 1-7
Psalm 40: 1-11
1 Corinthians 1: 1-9
John 1: 29-42
22nd January
Isaiah 9: 1-4
Psalm 27: 1, 4-9
1 Corinthians 1: 10-18
Matthew 4: 12-23
29th January
Micah 6: 1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1: 18-31
Matthew 5: 1-12

As 6th January is a weekday, these
readings may replace those of the
preceding Sunday, 1st January.

Sunday after Epiphany
8th January
(Baptism of Jesus)
Isaiah 42: 1-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10: 34-43
Matthew 3: 13-17

A Prayer for Christmas
It has begun:
The hurly burly of prepara ons; the buying of extra food; the making of
cakes and puddings; the anxious search for presents; the aching hands,
back and feet. Is this as it should be Lord?
Loving God, may we call a halt here and now, at this moment.
May we think of the ﬁrst Christmas, when history paused and turned upon
its hinges as your Son became human, born into the family of working
people, born to experience everything for us – and even to bear our sin.
Help each one of us to prepare for Christmas by ﬁnding me for quiet,
me to drink in the wonder and beauty of your Son’s birth, me to oﬀer
again our hearts and each part of our life to Him.
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Mobile, Wooden, Sandpit Needs a New Home
Length 85cm x Width 59cm x Height 20cm
(internal depth 13cm)
Mounted on castors, so easily movable.
Has a lid, which needs a li le adjustment to ﬁt correctly.
A dona on to Easington Chapel Funds would be much appreciated.
Contact: Margaret Smith, ( 01295 278841 or email: margaret@emjay.org.uk

Answers to Christmas Quiz (From page 7)
1.

George VI in 1932.

2.

‘I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus’

3.

Oliver Cromwell

4.

6th January

5.

Christmas Past, Christmas Present, Christmas Yet to Come and Jacob Marley

6.

‘Silent Night’

7.

24th December

8.

Nativity Scene

9.

Pigs in Blankets

10. The Calendar: The adoption of the Gregorian calendar, replacing the Julian
calendar, shifted Christmas day back twelve days
11. Cake
12. Christmas Fair on a frozen River Thames (known as a Frost Fair)
13. ‘We Three Kings of Orient Are’

14. Samuel Pepys
15. Christmas Card
16. Postmen
17. ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas’
18. Carrot
19. A Pig
20. Turkey
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DATES for your DIARY
Further details elsewhere in this newsletter
Tip: To keep the dates readily available,
pin this page to your home notice board.
See the Circuit Preaching Plan for information on Regular Sunday Services
EVENTS and MEETINGS AROUND the CIRCUIT
Weekly
Thurs .............. 10:00am .................... Coffee Morning ............................... Marlborough Rd MC
Thurs .............. 11:00am .................... Informal Holy Communion Service . Marlborough Rd MC
The above Coffee Morning and Communion Service will not be held on 29th December.
Monthly
1st Sat ............. 10:00am-11:30am..... Coffee Morning .................. Hinton [Woodford Halse] MC
Other Events
Sun 4 Dec ....... 4:00pm ...................... Circuit Remembering Service ......... Marlborough Rd MC
Mon 5 Dec ...... 2:00pm-4:00pm......... Knitting Group .......................................... Adderbury MC
Mon 19 Dec .... 10:30am-11:45am..... Musical Memories ............................... St Francis Church
Mon 16 Jan ..... 10:30am-11:45am..... Musical Memories ............................... St Francis Church
Mon 30 Jan ..... 10:30am-11:45am..... Musical Memories ............................... St Francis Church

DEADLINE - THIRD Monday each Month

This is a double edi on of the newsle er.
The deadline for February is
Monday 16th January 2023
If you have anything you would like to share
with members of the Circuit, please send to
Margaret Smith: margaret@emjay.org.uk
(NB: Change of email address)
49 Queensway, Banbury OX16 9NF
or ( 01295 278841
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