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May the blessings of peace, joy, love and
hope be with you this Christmas and
throughout the New Year.
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For information about the various dates, see the websites
25 Nov–10 Dec .... 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence ... 16dayscampaign.org
1 Dec ................... World Aids Day................................................ www.worldaidsday.org
10 Dec ................. Human Rights Day ............... www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday
18 Dec ................. International Migrants Day .......... www.un.org/en/events/migrantsday
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Waiting

-

Waiting. Always waiting,
for buses and trains,
for taxis and planes.
Appointments.
In queues.
For phone calls, letters, emails, or texts,
bringing us glad, or sad, news.
Excitedly waiting for birthdays and parties,
or nervously waiting for job interviews.

We are waiting now in Advent,
this special time of year,
with patience, and in wonder
as Christmas Day draws near.
And while all around us is hustle and bustle,
dashing for gift wrap and offers galore,
returning home frazzled, with tired, aching feet,
money all spent, but shopping complete,
the season of Advent is so much more.

It is a time of expectant waiting,
as Mary knew first-hand,
carrying her unborn baby
over dry and barren land.
Journeying far from all she knew
to keep her baby safe,
to rest, at last, in a stable,
a hallowed, sacred place.
For it was there that Mary
birthed God’s only Son.
The ‘Prince of Peace’.
‘King of Kings’.
‘Messiah’.
‘Holy One’.
Angels, with unbridled joy sang in the heavens above.
The hope of all the world was met in the gift of amazing love.
And I wonder.
Was it even possible, when that time was here,
God knew the end that was to come,
and shed a silent tear?
The end that was the beginning,
spanning all eternity.
The gift that keeps on giving.
Alive in you and me.

Helen Lightbody (12/12/2020)

If you look for me at Christmas
If you look for me at Christmas, you won’t need a special star;
I’m no longer just in Bethlehem, I’m right there where you are
.

You may not be aware of me amid the celebrations.
you’ll have to look beyond the stores and all the decorations.
But, if you take a moment from your list of things to do,
and listen to your heart, you’ll find I’m waiting there for you.
You’re the one I want to be with, you’re the reason that I came,
and you’ll find me in the stillness, as I’m whispering your name.
Love, Jesus.

Christmas Anagrams

These anagrams once solved will lead to the titles of Christmas carols or songs.
The number in brackets indicates the number of words in the answer.
The first answer is given as an example.
1.

A galactic monsoon untwists (6) ........................ Santa Claus is coming to town

2.

Hid healthy novelty (5) ...............................................................................................

3.

Seafront myths now (3) ..............................................................................................

4.

Manage rain way (4) ..................................................................................................

5.

Gilded goring rhino hymn (5) .....................................................................................

6.

Marshiest witch (2).....................................................................................................

7.

Earth shaking danger shell (5) ...................................................................................

8.

A windsock glee song (3) ...........................................................................................

9.

A referee networking hoist (6) ....................................................................................

10. Kneel dottily (2) ..........................................................................................................
11. My hybrid coals (3) ....................................................................................................
12. Feline troths (3)..........................................................................................................
13. Flashy astronomer from leg gel (6) ............................................................................
14. Thy lion hog (3) ..........................................................................................................
15. Wild renowned rant (2)...............................................................................................
16. Racy additive only sonic (5) .......................................................................................
17. Tinsel two (3) .............................................................................................................
18. The chalk sled (3) ......................................................................................................
19. Troubledly trim me (3) ................................................................................................
20. Sweet gherkin (3).......................................................................................................

Banbury Street Pastors
Dear Methodist friends,
I am pleased to tell you that Banbury Street Pastors have
completed three successful street patrols. We are very
grateful to all who have been praying for us and we thank God
that we have been met by a wave of positivity. Police, venue
staff and punters alike have welcomed us back with open
arms.
But we still need your support to be able to carry out our work
of shining God’s love into Banbury’s night time economy.
The next newsletter will be out after Christmas. If anyone in your congregation would like
a newsletter emailed to them direct, then please let us know. Thank you
Sue Ayliff on behalf of the Street Pastors Committee

Caring, listening and helping in the name of Jesus
Please pray for:
·
The teams as they go out on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month.
·
That more people will hear God’s call to become volunteers.
·
That all those out enjoying the Saturday night life in Banbury will do so
responsibly.
Give thanks to God that our first patrols have been welcomed back by everyone, the
Police, Banbury Pub Watch, the Bar Staff and the Punters.

Is your church fundraising this Christmas?
Why not raise money to help us buy supplies and pay training costs?
Would you like to become an ‘At Home Prayer Partner’?
We can send you your own copy of our newsletter. In the New Year we are developing a
special prayer pack to help those who want to pray in a more informed way at home.
For more information, contact: banbury@streetpastors.org

Advent is the spiritual season of hope par excellence,
and in this season the whole Church is called to be
hope, for itself and for the world.
Pope Benedict XVI

For Smiles

DECEMBER LECTIONARY READINGS
5 December
Second Sunday of Advent
Baruch 5:1-9 or Malachi 3:1-4
Canticle: Benedictus
(Luke 1:68-79)
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
12 December
Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Canticle: Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
19 December
Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Canticle: Magnificat (Luke 1:46b-55)
or Psalm 80:1-7
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)

25 December - Christmas Day
Any of the following sets of readings may be
used on the evening of Christmas Eve and
on Christmas Day. Set (3) should be used
at some service during the celebration.

(1) Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96;
Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
(2) Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97;
Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20
(3) Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews
1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14
26 December - Christmas 1
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52
31 December - Watchnight
Deuteronomy 8:1-20
or Ecclesiastes 3:1-15
Psalm 8 or Psalm 90
Revelation 21:1-6a
Matthew 25:31-46

JANUARY LECTIONARY READINGS
2 January - Christmas 2
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:(1-9) 10-18
or
Sirach/Ecclesiasticus 21:1-12
Canticle: Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:(1-9) 10-18

16 January
Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

6 January - Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

23 January
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

9 January
Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

30 January
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

A Christmas Quiz
How much of what we know is really just tradition?
We've all seen and heard the Christmas story so many times that we know exactly what
God's Word says about it - or do we sometimes let tradition overtake the truth?
Multiple Choice: Underline the correct answer to each question.
1. For the journey to Bethlehem, how
did Mary and Joseph travel?
a) They walked
b) Joseph walked; Mary rode a donkey
d) Who knows?
2. When Mary became pregnant, Mary
and Joseph were . . .
a) married
b) just friends
c) engaged
d) none of the above
3. When Mary became pregnant . . .
a) Joseph married her
b) Joseph wanted to dissolve their
relationship
c) Mary left Nazareth for a while
d) an angel told them to go to Bethlehem
4. Christmas has always been
observed
a) on December 25
b) on January 17
c) at Grandma's house
d) none of the above
5. Who directed Mary and Joseph to go
to Bethlehem?
a) Herod
b) an angel
c) Caesar

6. What is a "heavenly host"?
a) an angelic choir
b) the welcoming angel in heaven
c) an army of angels
7. How many angels spoke to the
shepherds?
a) a multitude
b) two - Gabriel and Michael
c) one
d) Who knows?
8. What song did the angels sing?
a) "O Little Town of Bethlehem"
b) "Joy to the World"
c) "Glory to God in the Highest"
d) none of the above
9. The baby Jesus was born in a
a) cave
b) manger
d) barn
e) Who knows?
10. What animals were present at
Jesus' birth?
a) cows, sheep and camels
b) cows, sheep and donkeys
d) none of the above

11. What is a manger?
a) a barn
b) a place for hay
c) a feeding trough
12. When did baby Jesus cry?
a) when He opened the wise men's gifts
b) whenever babies usually cried
c) when the cattle started lowing
d) He didn’t cry - "No crying He makes"

13. Joseph's family was from
a) Jerusalem
b) Nazareth
c) Bethlehem
d) Somewhere else – where?
14. For what sign were the shepherds
instructed to look?
a) a star over the stable
b) a barn outlined with Christmas lights
c) a baby in a manger
15. What did the innkeeper say to Mary
and Joseph?
a) "I have a stable out back."
b) "Come back after the holidays."
c) "There's no room in the inn."
e) none of the above

16. How many wise men came to see
Jesus?
Insert the number: …………………….
17. What are Magi?
a) Eastern kings
b) magicians
c) astrologers
e) something else – what?
18. When the wise men brought their
gifts to Jesus, in what did they find
him?
a) a manger
b) a house
c) a cave
d) something else – what?
19. In what books of the Bible will you
find these fascinating facts?

